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schoolmasters in 1828 viewed their wives as fellow-workers ?
Here is, perhaps, a neglected secret of the Arnold system,
a clue, it may be to the formula by which they made Rugby
a patch of homely decency upon the slightly raffish face of
Melbourne's England.   For Mrs.  Arnold in the School
House at Rugby was his effective partner.   Her touch was
needed in the process of making " his school a family," since
the family can scarcely function without a touch of matri-
archy.   She was the matriarch; her edict allocated studies;
she helped to solve the delicate problems of study-partner-
ships in the School House (did not the matron break the
news to Tom that he was "to have Gray's study, Mrs.
Arnold says," and, by Mrs. Arnold's wish, to share it with
the little Arthur ?); and for a half-year at a time her draw-
ing-room was the home-circle for the tribes which gathered
at Rugby.   So it was not surprising that Tom Brown should
carry in his heart " the lady who presided there " and record
with a touch of almost Macaulayan eloquence how " many is
the brave heart now doing its work and bearing its load in
country curacies, London chambers, under the Indian sun,
and in Australian towns and clearings, which looks back
with fond and grateful memory to that School House draw-
ing-room, and dates much of its highest and best training to
the lessons learnt there."

That was her work; and she did it manfully, whilst her
indomitable Doctor pushed out his under-lip and wrestled
with unruly boys, Tractarians, school Governors, German
commentators, scholiasts, Quarterly Reviewers, and parents.
They had the Sixth, in fours, to dinner; they even followed
her into the holidays. Then there was all his sober happiness
to be arranged, which left him wondering " what men do in
middle life, without a wife and children to turn to." Buried
deep in " a home filled with those whom we entirely love
and sympathise with," he could spend himself in the
incredible exertions of his life of scholarship and con-
troversy and schoolmastering. He was completely happy,
and much of his happiness was of her making. Perhaps